
S P R I N G  2 0 0 6

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S
A P R I L

Saturday, April 15
Old Irving Easter Egg Hunt,

Old Irving neighborhood, 10 a.m. Contact Carrie Stone at
carriestone@comcast.net for details.

M A Y

Tuesday, May 2
GIPNA Board of Directors meeting, Independence Park

Field House, second floor, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday, May 3
Independence Park Advisory Council (IPAC) meeting,

Independence Park Field House, 7–8 p.m.

Sunday, May 15
Farmers Market,

Independence Park, 7–11 a.m.

J U N E

Tuesday, June 6
OFFICER AND BOARD ELECTIONS,
GIPNA Board of Directors meeting,

Independence Park Field House, second floor, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday, June 7
Independence Park Advisory Council (IPAC) meeting,

Independence Park Field House, 7–8 p.m.

Sunday, June 19
Farmers Market,

Independence Park, 7–11 a.m.

How to Support Community Gardens:

• EMBRACE THE CONCEPT. A community garden is
for everyone in the community and the responsibility 
of everyone in the community. It doesn’t just belong to
those who take care of it—it belongs to everyone.

• PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY WORKDAYS
(even if for just an hour). Some gardens have regular
maintenance days.

Waveland & Monticello Garden: Every second 
Saturday of the month from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Contacts: Annette Held, 267-8289,
annheld@aol.com; or Pat Clark, 539-8440.

Parkview & Ridgeway Garden: Contact:
Suzanne Woolford, 267-4272,
swoolford@earthlink.net.

Hamlin & Grace Garden: In process; look for         
future details.

Thurgood Marshall Gardens (Ridgeway & Byron):
Every fourth Saturday of the month from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Contact: Heather Aitken, 267-2507,
studiomonkeytree@sbcglobal.net.

Murphy Garden: Contact: Penny Shultz, 604-5102.

• DO WHAT YOU CAN. If you can’t come to a          
workday, do your own thing.
– On a walk with your kids, take a trash bag with you 

and clean up as you walk through a garden. It 
teaches them stewardship and respect for their 
neighborhood.

– Consider including gardening/mowing as part of 
your cardio workout—did you know that mowing 
uses more calories than jogging? 

– Know what a dandelion looks like? Feel free to pull
out as many as you want while walking through or
past a garden. All that bending at the waist is sure
to take off inches.

– Make a thermos of lemonade or provide some 
snacks for a workday.

– Donate money, extra plants, old tools, or any talent 
you have to a garden.

– No time for any of this? Send your lawn service 
down to cut the grass once or twice during
the summer.

• BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. If you see any suspicious
activity, vandalism, or misuse of the area, call the contact
person—or better yet, 911—right away. Two gardens
experienced vandalism for the first time last year, and
not just once. Aware neighbors might have helped to
prevent damage at these gardens.

EDUCATION

Murphy Teacher Surprised
With “Golden Apple”
Sandy Lucas celebrated her Golden Apple award
March 8 the same way she inspires her students at
Murphy Elementary: by singing, drumming, and
strumming a guitar.

Lucas’ students learn fractions at the same time they
learn guitar chords, and their reading prowess soars as
they set books to music and write their own lyrics. Lucas
opens up her classroom after school to colleagues who
want to learn guitar and incorporate music into their
own lessons.

Lucas has been a Chicago music and fine arts teacher
for more than 20 years. Her extraordinary enthusiasm
won her recognition as one of the state’s outstanding
teachers for 2006.

“I always knew I wanted to be a teacher and a
mom, and I wanted to sing. I’ve gotten to do all three,
and I consider myself very lucky,” said Lucas, who has a
19-year-old son and has taught at the fine arts magnet
school in [Independence] Park for eight years. “Being
able to integrate visual arts and music with literacy is
just an amazing balance…and it took some searching
to find the right place to do that.”

Lucas showcases her students’ talent at Community
Sing, where the entire school gathers every week in the
auditorium for guitar-led singalongs. She wrote a grant
that allowed the school to buy 25 guitars and bring in
outside talent for richer instruction, said her principal,
Donna Nelson.

—Tracy Dell’Angela and Ana Beatriz Cholo, Chicago
Tribune staff reporters. © 2006, Chicago Tribune 

EDUCATION

Award Winners in
Future City Competition
St. Viator School is proud of students Robin Fritz, Adrian
Perez, Tim Puczkowskyj, David Rivera, and Eddie Stypka.
These students spent five months working after school
and on weekends with engineer Sara Knight on a project
for the Future City Competition. Their city won two
awards, savings bonds, and other prizes.

While researching ideas for their city, the students
wrote to world-renowned architect Helmut Jahn. Mr.
Jahn wrote back, wishing them well and sending each of
the team members a beautiful autographed hardcover
book to treasure.

Thank you to Robin, Adrian, Tim, David, Eddie, and
Sara Knight for a job well done!

BEAUTIF ICATION

The Great GIPNA
Alley Cleanup 2006
We would like to see all property owners (and renters too)
come out at 9 a.m. on the morning of May 6, grab a broom
or a rake, and each do their part in cleaning up the alleys.

As all of you know, the street sweepers do not clean
the alleys. Many of our alleys suffer from a collection
of leaf and other debris that serves as a home to
unwanted pests like opossum and rats.

We need to all work together to get our alleys
cleaned up. If everyone does their part—just lot line
to lot line—this task could be accomplished in less
than an hour.

The city will furnish us with rakes, brooms, bags, and
gloves. GIPNA will set up two stations where tools
can be picked up and coffee will be served. We will be
recruiting several high school students to assist the
elderly and anyone else who could use the help. The stu-
dents will receive community service time for their efforts.

In the next few weeks, you will receive a flyer with
more information about this clean up event. GIPNA
members will also distribute postcards by hand as
another reminder.

We would like to see all property owners (and
renters too) come out the morning of the May 6, grab a
broom or a rake, and each do their part in cleaning up
the alleys. If you can volunteer to help distribute
equipment or assist with the coffee, please e-mail us at
gipna@sbcglobal.net.

This project is headed up by the Beautification
Committee. We’re looking for members who want to
share their ideas to improve our neighborhood. Please
e-mail GIPNA if you would like to join this committee.

—Lynda Olander

LOOKING AHEAD

GIPNA to Form
Vision Committee
No, this isn’t a way to improve eyesight in Independence
Park. In an effort to create a cohesive viewpoint and
message, GIPNA plans to form a Vision Committee.

This committee would discuss issues before the
association, create a “master plan,” and make specific
recommendations to our Aldermen or other appropriate
groups. It will address concerns across the board that
had formerly been dealt with in separate committees:
Beautification, Business Development, Zoning and
others. Under this plan, those committees will be
absorbed under the Vision Committee umbrella.

Other neighborhood associations have adopted this
committee format with success. It’s proved popular with
Aldermen, who appreciate receiving a specific,
streamlined message. It also has sparked increased
participation in the associations from residents. Anyone
interested in sitting on the Vision Committee can contact
GIPNA at gipna@sbcglobal.net.

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE

Community Gardens Enhance
Independence Park
The Independence Park community is graced with an
unusual amount of open land for a neighborhood in the
middle of Chicago. Many residents credit the extra large
lots, mature trees, and a feeling of airiness as factors
that drew them to the area. Additionally, while the
construction of the Kennedy Expressway in the ’50s cut a
swath right through the middle of this residential area, it
left large, irregularly shaped parcels of land that, until
recently, have been mostly undeveloped.

We’re lucky enough to have five gardens—not
including the ones at Independence Park and Athletic
Field—that beautify the neighborhood. These islands of
beauty provide a place to rest and reflect, a safe place
for children to wander and get a little closer to nature in
a way that the city can’t usually provide, and a greater
sense of a worthwhile community. All of the dedicated
neighbors who have tended these places are gearing
up to begin another season of mowing, weeding,
planting, watering, and witnessing the wonder
that only exists in a garden. —Annette Held
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